
Everything in Christianity has its counterfeit—
false repentance, false confession, false 
conversion, false zeal, false love, counterfeit 
works of the Holy Spirit, counterfeit gifts of the 
Holy Spirit, even counterfeit life.



We struggle with 
discernment because we 
have allowed too many 
voices to be heard and 
assign too much value to 
to many. Satan’s playground


Just as Solomon sought discernment and 
wisdom (Proverbs 1:2; 1 Kings 3:9-12) to 
explore the handiwork of God (Ecclesiastes 
1:13) and seek the meaning of life (Ecclesiastes 

Discernment

How do we know it is of God?

Is is about God or me?
Does this help others be the best they can be?

Does it promote or detract from faith alone in God?

Is it about understanding or obedience?
Is it presented with a heart of reconciliation or judgement?

Solomon sought discernment
Proverbs 1:2-6 (ESV) 

To know wisdom and instruction, to understand words 
of insight, to receive instruction in wise dealing, in 

righteousness, justice, and equity; to give prudence to 
the simple, knowledge and discretion to the youth— Let 
the wise hear and increase in learning, and the one who 
understands obtain guidance, to understand a proverb 
and a saying, the words of the wise and their riddles.



12:13), so should believers seek “the wisdom 
that comes from heaven” (James 3:17). We 
must study the Scriptures which are “able to 
make you wise for salvation through faith in 
Christ Jesus” (2 Timothy 3:15).


May our prayer be “I am your servant; give me 
discernment that I may understand your 
statutes” (Psalm 119:125).




Solomon sought discernment in the 
handiwork of God...

Ecclesiastes 1:13-18 (ESV)

 And I applied my heart to seek and to 
search out by wisdom all that is done 
under heaven. It is an unhappy 
business that God has given to the 
children of man to be busy with

Solomon sought discernment for 
the how the game of life would 
end...

Ecclesiastes 12:13-14 (ESV)

The end of the matter; all has been heard. Fear 
God and keep his commandments, for this is 
the whole duty of man. For God will bring 
every deed into judgment, with every secret 
thing, whether good or evil

James 3:17 (ESV) 
But the wisdom from above is first pure, then 

peaceable, gentle, open to reason, full of mercy 
and good fruits, impartial and sincere.

James says all belivers should seek 
“discernment”  and experiment it’s fruit.

Study the Scriptues and those who have 
applied them and apply them to yourself.

2 Timothy 3:14-17 (ESV) 
 But as for you, continue in what you have learned and 
have firmly believed, knowing from whom you learned 
it and how from childhood you have been acquainted 
with the sacred writings, which are able to make you 

wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. All 
Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for 

teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in 
righteousness, that the man of God may be complete, 

equipped for every good work.



He must go back to the sources of things, if he 
can 


God’s servants must continue constant in the 
truth received. They must not play fast and 
loose, be off and on; but they must be still the 
same, like well-tuned bells, which have the 
same note in foul weather as they have in fair 
(Job 1:21 And he said, “Naked I came from my 
mother's womb, and naked shall I return. The 
Lord gave, and the Lord has taken away; 
blessed be the name of the Lord.”), we must 
hold fast the truth ( Thessalonians 5:20-21 Do 
not despise prophecies,  but test everything; 
hold fast what is good.), abide in it and walk in 
it (Rev 3:3 Remember, then, what you received 
and heard. Keep it, and repent. If you will not 
wake up, I will come like a thief, and you will 
not know at what hour I will come against you.). 







2 Timothy 2:14-15 (ESV) 

Remind them of these things, and charge them 
before God not to quarrel about words, which 
does no good, but only ruins the hearers. Do 
your best to present yourself to God as one 
approved, a worker who has no need to be 

ashamed, rightly handling the word of truth.

Discerning People....Discern


