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0:01:05 

It is July 10th and we're going to look into a timely topic that might make a few people uncomfortable, 

might make a few people relieved that someone is finally talking about a large elephant in the church. 

What in the world is she talking about you're saying to yourself? I've entitled today's program Not So 

Among You and we're going to talk about deception in the church but probably not from the perspective 

that you may be expecting. 2nd Timothy 3 1 to 5. But know 

0:01:35 

this that in the last days perilous times will come for men will be lovers of themselves, lovers of money, 

boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthankfulful unholy unloving unforgiving 

slanderers without self-control brutal despisers of good traitors headstrong haughty lovers of pleasure 

rather than lovers of God having a form of godliness but denying its power and from such people turn away 

0:02:02 

let's pray Oh Lord we see the times we see the peril of the times and sometimes we're vexed by the state 

of the church. We know you have all things in your hand and so we trust you with keeping us on the steady 

straight and narrow. Lord we ask for tender hearts toward your spirit and those things that you are working 

in us in order that we might finish well. Knit our hearts together Lord as a body strengthen us for the day 

and the 

0:02:28 

journey. Thank you so much for your provision for us that we can be washed clean. Lord keep us from 

being spotted by the world. Lord we pray you'd come quickly in Jesus name. Amen. Christians today are 

often quite familiar with the verses that I just read. God tells us that they define perilous or difficult to bear 

times. So what do we do with this? Is this written concerning the world and those ill mannered types we 

run into day in and day out? The lawless types who turn our 

0:03:02 

main streets into blazing infernos of rebellion and anger, who don't understand how to act in a civilized 

manner? Or heaven forbid, is it written to the church? A surprising number of casual Bible readers and 

even commentators get this wrong. I don't recall exactly when I realized that these verses are written 

regarding the state of the church at some point, but it became somewhat life-changing for me when I did 

as far as discerning the times. It's been many years since I first 
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0:03:33 

started to look at these verses differently and I began to realize why it is so critical that we get these right. 

We can know the intended recipient from two things he says. From such turn away. This is not about the 

worldly man. Why would Paul tell us to turn away from our mission field no matter how obnoxious they 

behave and and what kind of behavior would we expect from unbelievers anyway? And since the 

0:03:58 

majority of people on earth are of the world why would he say shun or avoid every prideful person on 

earth? reason number two that I believe Paul is talking to believers when he says to turn away from such 

people is that they have a form of godliness but they're unplugged from the power source that word form 

means they exhibit a form of belief that resembles godliness the world has no form of godliness except 

maybe for within established religion they might think they have the presence of God in their practices but 

0:04:29 

that doesn't make it true. Self-deception such as this is the most dangerous form known to humans. Paul 

also talks about in 2nd Timothy 3 that quote evil men and imposters will grow worse and worse deceiving 

and being deceived. Not only do they deceive the sheep but they themselves are deceived. If this warning 

doesn't inspire us to work out our salvation with fear and trembling then maybe we aren't really 

0:04:54 

comprehending the danger of Paul's words. Now as grievous as this must have been for him to write, this 

passage is about the last day's church being overrun by false believers behaving badly and the garbage 

that they bring with them. They say and do all the right things. They appeal probably to the flesh of shallow 

Christians and Christianity who look on the outward in almost everything regarding the church. This is one 

of the most sobering warnings in the New Testament. So here is the first takeaway today. 

0:05:25 

What makes the last days so terrible isn't necessarily the headlines or the current events, it's people. And 

the church will be a mix of good and bad, wheat and tares and leaven. This is a reality check that the 

church cannot afford to ignore, but we do. There are 19 characteristics that flow from pride in these last 

days, cannot afford to ignore but we do. There cult of self say well't have the Holy Spirit, well, guess what? 

They have no power to do the thing they need to do the most. And this is a tragic failure of the church in 

the last days. 

0:06:30 

Lovers of money. Okay, love of self and then love of money. One of the biggest ways to fulfill self desires. 

Why do celebrity pastors and certain musicians fall sometimes? Very often it's because they have money 

and they use it solely for pleasure. It's a trap. 

0:06:47 

Self plus money. Boastful. Full of bragging and trying to impress with spiritual experiences or invented 

levels of spiritual authority that don't exist except in their heads. Arrogant. Thinking more highly of 

themselves than they should. 

0:07:02 

Not esteeming others greater. Not having a servant heart. It might be their church brand or their numbers 

or their doctrine that feeds their ego, whatever. Arrogant. Okay, we did that one. Okay, blasphemers. The 
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word there means speaking evil and abusive. One commentator I read said that when life is all about self 

and the practitioner does not get what they want, they become angry and aggressive against people who 

disagree with them on any level. And the prideful one will be dismissive then against people who are 

0:07:33 

different or think differently. And if this is a leader of a church, any love that existed evaporates and love, 

joy, peace, patience, kindness, kindness and self-control fruit of the spirit is completely quenched And you 

could say the same thing about the perils of being married to someone who is also only in it for self 

Disobedient to parents this is despising authority another symptom ungrateful Malcontents anything that 

gets in the way of their comfort of self is a target of dissatisfaction, unholy, no fear of God, therefore their 

indulgences and their thought life, their conversations will be unholy and they 

0:08:15 

don't even care that their lives are an offense to a holy God. This is in the church and they of course don't 

tremble at his word. Now that's something that Isaiah tells us is precious to God, trembling at his word. 

Now pulling down putting down others to make one's self look good without self-control anger of 

indictiveness pettiness presumption laziness addictions to substances and lifestyles savage vicious 

behavior to protect self in any form haters of good now that's self-explanatory in this world where 

0:09:01 

everything is upside down but churches are not calling out evil they're not calling out sin they're accepting 

what God has called wicked this is a part of these verses treacherous one commentator said they will do 

whatever it takes to protect themselves and keeping promises is low on the list divorce in the church 

without cause and there is such a thing as cause but rather for no cause. Irreconcilable. Reckless doing 

what they want regardless of hurt to others conceited tone-deaf to their own faults. Lovers of pleasure 

hence the abundance 

0:09:36 

of entertainment in churches and closet carnal lifestyles. No power, untransformed lives, no desire even to 

be changed because that requires looking in the mirror it requires humility and whatever it takes to set sail 

on a new direction a form of godliness now got questions I look that up what is a form of godliness they put 

it this way about outward shows and professions of godliness but inward hypocrisy. God question says 

those who have a form of godliness are those who 

0:10:09 

make an outward display of religion. They present themselves as godly but it is all for show. There's no 

power behind their profession as evidenced in the fact that their own lives are unchanged. They speak of 

God but live in sin and they are just fine with that arrangement. Paul says it will be rampant in the church. 

That is not good news. 

0:10:32 

And it is. I hear of many churches who not only have attendees who exhibit these characteristics but they 

have leadership that has descended into the church of personality, branding a church like a consumer 

product, and leaders as celebrities. I have heard from solid pastors and attendees who have said that the 

church no longer resembles a body of equal believers, fellow heirs who serve one another using their gifts 

and making 
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0:10:55 

sure the leadership is not a respecter of persons, serving those who serve those who serve. The American 

church in many ways is light years from this model. Top down everything has turned Americans into simply 

attendees being told what to believe in easy to remember sound bites. And people don't see anything 

wrong with that. Maybe you're part of a warm, sound, biblical church. That is an absolute gift from God. But 

if any of this resonates with you and your experience, now what? What does Jesus say 

0:11:30 

himself in Matthew? You know that the rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them and those who are great 

exercise authority over them, yet it shall not be so among you. Now if you think your fellowship is the polar 

opposite of servant leadership it might be time to take stock, find out why, and from such turn away. Ask 

questions, observe, invest, keep your eyes open. By doing so you will protect yourself, your family, and your 

fellow worshippers. It's your 

0:12:04 

responsibility and if you go to a church to simply take it in, maybe it's time to invest in what goes on. And it 

might cost you something. And if what I've related to you thus far isn't the face and calling card of 

narcissism, then I don't know what is. 

0:12:21 

You may have heard that term and think it's just a throwaway fad or overused or just psychological 

mumbo-jumbo. It's not because most people if asked to accurately define it, they could not. Now, Paul in 

writing to Timothy, well, he just did define it. We have just looked at all those terms in detail in a warning 

form. Let's look at narcissism. This lovers of self pattern of living can be difficult to nail down because so 

much 

0:12:53 

of the life of the narcissist is spent hiding. Hiding behind a mask hoping no one sees it. But nearly always 

it's an excessive preoccupation with one's own needs and the pursuit of satisfying those needs and 

interests at the expense of others. Because we are to see to our own needs. See not only to your own 

needs, but to the needs of others. And let me add, this is in a controlling manner. It includes a sense of 

entitlement, a need to be admired and the center of attention, a lack of empathy for others, no true 

humility, no 

0:13:29 

accountability, and it is very toxic to those around them. See self-deception. Now the subtopic here, the 

methodology that they employ is called gaslighting. Gaslighting is a pattern of interacting with people, the 

victim of the narcissist or their personal circle, to always come out on top of any situation. It's manipulative 

and controlling, like I said, and puts forth a narrative on any number of situations and interactions, 

especially conversations, so that they then look like the brightest and most important person in the room. 

It's exhausting to keep up with this for any length of time, 

0:14:07 

but they thrive on it. So how do they do this? In the church specifically, that is my focus, but it can be found 

in any number of relationships. As I read this, you will know that you know if this is in your life, 
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0:14:20 

or even if you suspect that something isn't right. Using people for gain or to maintain a facade, denying 

events and facts that victims know to be true, dismissive of the thoughts and feelings of others constantly 

needing to be the focus of attention, protective of one's own behavior or flaws, and projecting one's 

behavior or flaws onto others, claiming that their victim is doing what they themselves are actually doing. 

Threatening, bullying, 

0:14:52 

blaming, bearing false witness, envy, suspicion, taking credit for others accomplishments, putting others 

down even in their presence, and in the church using the Bible to manipulate and control to make a 

person conform to others down even in their presence and in the church using the Bible to manipulate and 

control to make a person conform to their own legalistic standards therefore thereby exercising spiritual 

authority over a person and this is very subtle this has nothing to 

0:15:18 

do with teaching a Bible passage but intimidation using the authority of the Bible often to regulate the 

behavior of another person as an extension of themselves. Now what do I mean by that? Here's a perfect 

example of weaponizing the scriptures in another person's life. Calling someone who has questions, maybe 

systemic questions about a church or how it's run, and Absalom, or if they leave. This type of slander 

involving shaming and saying that God is unhappy with this person or they deserve judgment has 

absolutely no place among the brethren in any setting. 

0:16:02 

It attempts to control other people in a multitude of ways, overt and subtle. But remember, this is a pattern 

that goes on for some time. And if it is not repented of, it becomes a person's really only way to look at 

themselves generally in constant comparison to others. Again, this is a pattern. So at this point, I have a 

question for you. When you read Timothy, do you have a hard time believing Paul is talking about the 

0:16:49 

church? Of course you do, and you will. We don't want to think that way about anyone. Christians are, for 

the most part, very gracious and they give the benefit of the doubt until you run into someone who is not 

and does not. We don't want to think that way about a spiritual leader who should be held to a much 

higher standard and the Bible does hold them to a very high standard already but are we as a church doing 

that like we're supposed to be doing that? Next question, why are there so many walking wounded in the 

church 

0:17:24 

today who are afraid to speak up about what they have been through or they are fed up with the church 

and they simply stay away and they never say why? What happened, and I hear tales from all over 

Christianity of those who are faithful and supporting a church in multiple ways but are treated like a 

commodity. Is this something more than shallow or compromised teaching? A lot of people say, well, I 

want, you know, 

0:17:50 

they need to teach the Bible. Let's talk about that. It's more than that. I see hurt all the time in my 

interaction with believers and I have for many years now. They've been gas lit to the point that they 
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naturally think the problem is with them. Maybe they're misunderstanding how church is supposed to be. 

They get to a point where they despair of staying at church, at a church they love or ever finding a church 

again that won't destroy them. Yes, there can be troublemakers in churches and they often take their 

dysfunction everywhere they go. 

0:18:25 

This is not that. The self-obsessed person could be a man or a woman, a spouse, a co-laborer, a pastor. 

Having an overinflated sense of self-importance is a relationship killer, a church killer, a friendship killer. 

How did it get into the church? And just because you haven't noticed it doesn't mean it doesn't exist. 

0:18:47 

Because by nature narcissists only allow certain people to see their tactics. They don't let that mask slip 

for just anyone. Does that sound cruel to you? Maybe but like I just mentioned as they say on the internet 

daily if you know you know. If you're married to such a controlling person you need to know that God sees 

God's heart is broken when people hurt his sheep for their own satisfaction and 

0:19:12 

more so if it is someone you have promised to love and stay with for the rest of your life the flesh of your 

flesh which is shattered by narcissism no one should go to church and come away hurt but rather be 

sheltered, cared for, seen and sustained. Yes we are just people, we say the wrong thing sometimes, this 

is not that. But if it is not your experience to come away blessed by church and God's 

0:19:48 

words to heart. Be honest about what's going on around you because self-centered leadership is very 

common in the church today. But this ought not to be. This is Standing for the Truth for July 10th. My name 

is Mary Danielson talking about 

0:20:04 

narcissism in the church let's talk about ravenous wolves acts 2029 for I know this after my departure 

savage wolves will come in among you not sparing the flock also from among yourselves men will rise up 

speaking perverse things to draw away disciples after themselves therefore watch and remember that for 

three years I did not cease to warn everyone night and day with tears. Warn about what? Wolves. Paul in 

this passage reflects the deep sadness that comes 

0:20:34 

with his even thinking about how this can be so. How much more it saddens those who have been the 

victim of abusive leadership or false teaching. So that should be our hearts once we are aware of 

dysfunction in the church in particular to be deeply grieved by this warning. Paul was grieved and he wasn't 

even experiencing it he was simply warning about it. That reflects such tender deep care for the brethren 

something every church should be known for. Now before I go on I do think there's value in for the style of 

leadership that they undertake, of course. And watching out, boards and elders, 

0:21:26 

watching out for abuses. But I do think there's value in seeing how the Last Days Church may be promoting 

this very problem. Number one, pastors are with people, some of them relative strangers at the highest 

and lowest point in their life, often instead of their family. And their family is often fractured and doesn't 

know why the church seems more important than being a husband or a dad and that husband and dad is 
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always spent and always tired number two pastors give marriage advice they counsel members on 

countless issues 

0:21:59 

they often know your deepest thoughts and fears things that maybe no one else should know. We make 

them our wonderful counselor instead of Christ. Believers often run to their pastor for things already found 

in God's word. Maybe they're looking for a second opinion, but counseling with church leadership often 

isn't even necessary for most things. 

0:22:19 

If you're going to a pastor or staff member with a list of grievances about your spouse, you are eroding the 

bond of trust that belongs only with your marriage partner and giving someone else a kind of power over 

you suddenly coming between you and your 

0:22:36 

spouse don't do it if you're in danger go a different direction but if this is just grievances don't do it number 

three that's a lot of power they speak for God in your life if and when you give them that privilege number 

four pastors are celebrities in many cases they have a brand name and depending on your role in a church 

your life might evolve around serving the people that he puts into place and the ministries that he controls. 

Your giving is his salary. Again, he might be closer to his own 

0:23:09 

parishioners than his own family. It can be an all-consuming relationship. I understand that. Yet what is the 

attendees obligation in all this with six other days of the week to be seeking God themselves. Has the 

church placed itself into a self-fulfilling leadership? Fail. So in my desire to let the word do the talking 

today, what is the biblical qualification for a man to even hold such a position? That is so important and it's 

a very serious charge to the attendee to hold men to a 

0:23:47 

biblical standard because if we aren't looking at this biblically what are we doing these verses may be 

written to the called out but they're also written to the chosen both attendee and leader should be 

evaluating themselves in the light of these verses regularly a ministry qualification checkup when it was 

the last time you audited the attitudes of your leadership is he able to teach sound doctrine and rightly 

handle the word I think a lot of us would put that at number one is he 

0:24:21 

charismatic and entertaining well you know that's a trick question. Is that the thing that American 

Christians most think about when choosing a church? Able to teach about content, not charisma. It's about 

content, not prancing and pacing and freezing. Teaching God's Word, equipping the Saints, passing it on to 

faithful, the faithful who can teach others. That's a huge responsibility. But interestingly enough there is 

only one ability listed in 

0:24:59 

Titus and Timothy in the qualifications section. The rest are character traits and integrity. Imagine that. 

Here's a brief overview. I'm going to start on this and then if there's a break in there we'll finish it up when 

we come back. We have a lot more to go. Now different translations use different terms but these must be 

met for church leadership. Above reproach and blameless. No accusations hanging in the wind and 
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0:25:32 

haunting the body. Temperate, not addicted to anything. Self-controlled or disciplined. This is the fruit of 

the Holy Spirit. Prudent and sensible. This is just sound judgment and being discerning. Respectable. Not 

commanding respect, earning respect. Gentle. 

0:25:59 

Gracious and forbearing. Not quarrelsome or verbally or physically abusive, not combative when 

differences arise. See, gentle. Not in love with money, not self-willed, conceited, arrogant or demands their 

own way. The husband of one wife, manages his household well, hospitable, a good reputation with those 

outside, in other words not a hypocrite in their behavior, a lover of what is good, so that 

0:26:33 

would just mean morally sound, not a new convert, not a novice, I mean that I think that goes without 

saying, someone who is grounded in the word, has meat on their bones in many ways. Just, fair-minded, 

devout, a deep personal relationship with Jesus in awe and reverence. And by the way, able to teach, 

communicate truth and application. That's at the end. 

0:27:04 

That's at the end.'s at the end now these are there for a reason there are pastors and elders that do meet 

these criteria occupying pulpits and churches around the world praise God but when these criteria are not 

met the church and a paratridge and paratridge ministries ignore these to their own peril. Now if a church 

is not paying attention to this list because you don't sign off on it, they 

0:27:33 

really don't have any method of course correction. It is the fire escape for church attendees. If you're a 

faithful attendee, you are the church and it is your right and responsibility to see that your leadership 

meets these requirements. If they do not and you've tried to work with them in a biblical manner and 

you're outright dismissed, now what? If you have seen fellow believers used and abused, have you spoken 

up the ball might 

0:28:06 

be in your court and if the Lord has showed you that it is this is what you must pray about and work 

through with the Lord from your knees every situation is different there are varying levels of pride when it 

comes to that which goeth before destruction. But as a body, we need to stop putting humans in a position 

that they were never meant to be in, that is elevating them to the point that they no longer esteem the 

body as higher than themselves. 

0:28:38 

They elevate themselves. They are not servants, but they see themselves at the top like an elected official 

or heaven forbid a king. Let's talk about that king thing. Ron Hensel of Midwest Christian Outreach has 

written an incredible article entitled Trapped in the Shadow of God's Anointed. 

0:29:08 

We had a gentleman on just last week from Midwest Christian Outreach, and we had Ron Hensel on the 

program before. Trapped in the Shadow of God's Anointed is his article, and that's something that you can 

look up for yourself, but we're gonna take a break. I wanna dig into what he says 
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0:29:22 

about this really important topic when we come back. So this is Mary Danielson. It is July the 10th. We're 

talking about narcissism and selfishness in the church that has reached epidemic levels and someone 

needs to call it out. So we're doing that today. 

0:29:39 

Email us at comments at standupwithatruth.com. Welcome back to Stand Up For The Truth on this 

Thursday July the 10th. We're talking about an elephant in the sanctuary here on Stand Up For The Truth 

and our starting point is 2 Timothy 3, 1 to 5. Those famous verses about perilous times will come and men 

will be lovers of self and all the mischief that 

0:30:15 

flows from that. That is our starting point this morning. If you missed the first half, you can also catch it on 

StandUpForforthetruth.com once it is posted. We're going to talk about leadership that doesn't understand 

their role as servant of the body of Christ. And we're going to talk about a king thing. Ron Henzel and his 

excellent article, Trapped in the Shadow of God's Anointed, is, I'm going 

0:30:42 

to be quoting from that if we don't cover this we're leaving off an important part of the mishandling both of 

Scripture and God's people and this needs to be explored and exposed biblically how many churches how 

many believers rather who see something wrong in the church that they have invested in have been shut 

down and told to touch not God's anointed. I've heard this many 

0:31:06 

times. Have you been told that your leader is just such a person? Have you looked into why that makes you 

uncomfortable or should? Talk about the church over spiritualizing leadership in these times. This one 

checks every box. To even suggest that questioning a leader is akin to questioning God should make us all 

queasy at best. At worst it's a classic example of gaslighting. The texts I'm referring to are 1 Chronicles 16 

22 and Psalm 105 15 and taking things out of context for personal gain. As Ron points out in this article 

what 

0:31:43 

may have started as an acknowledgment of spiritual giftings somehow at some point morphed and 

became a kingly authority over people, something the Bible does not teach in the New Testament. And at 

that point you will likely find that any disagreement with various positions and levels of authority on even a 

small thing, not even doctrinal, is suddenly rebellion against God when it takes place in a church. Using 

God's Word, the Old Testament no less, to establish a level 

0:32:09 

of authority over the church wasn't anywhere in view when David refused to oppose King Saul. What kind 

of non-contextual arrogance is this anyway? If the leadership then, is the leadership then comparing 

themselves to Saul or David or Moses or Jesus? At this point, letting leadership get inside one's head on 

such a level, I'm going to say, is not a good idea. 

0:32:36 

But let's critically think this through, since this is plainly unbiblical. If a leader is fundamentally unable to 

interpret scripture properly and how he connects the Old Testament and the New as it applies to church 
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should probably get out anyway. This is stunning manipulation. I'm going to quote Ron here. Perhaps 

you've noticed all the scriptures those people use to support their anointed teaching come from the Old 

Testament and there's a good reason for that. 

0:33:00 

No verse in the New Testament supports it. Why is that? Is it because the Old Testament was wrong in this 

area in the New Testament is a book of progressive revelation over many centuries during which his word 

was being written. God progressively revealed more of himself, more of his purpose, and more of his plan 

to more of his people. And this progress meant change because God was working toward a goal and the 

realization of his goal was going to make a huge difference, all the difference in human history. Christ and 

0:33:39 

his cross would change everything. This is something so many Christians including those who should know 

better failed to take into account when trying to apply scriptures from the Old Testament. There were 

things practiced in the old that became obsolete in the new because they had fulfilled their purposes and 

God said it was time to replace them with something better. A case in point the Old Testament anointings 

have been replaced by something better. What you ask could be 

0:34:08 

better than an anointing? The fulfillment of what the anointing symbolizes. Ron says the relationship 

between the Old and the New Testament is much like the relationship between a prediction and its 

fulfillment. Once the fulfillment arrives, the prediction has served its purpose and has actually stopped 

being a prediction. It is now a fulfilled prediction and no longer points to the future because the future it 

foresaw is 

0:34:37 

now in the past. Thus the prediction should no longer command the center of our attention and we should 

no longer cling to it because the fulfillment was the whole point of the prediction. The fulfilled prediction 

now only serves to remind us of the reliability and the faithfulness of the one who made it. So what did 

those Old Testament anointings symbolize? They were symbolic predictions or figurative foreshadowings of 

Christ. 

0:35:09 

Now that we have him, we don't depend on those Old Testament predictions and foreshadowings, and 

therefore, we no longer depend on the Old Testament anointings. God doesn't have a whole lot of use for 

them either other than reminders to us of his faithfulness. 

0:35:24 

They're useful for apologetics purposes as well, for studying the scripture in the whole council, but not for 

current Christian practice. Before Christ came the ancient Israelites only had predictions and 

foreshadowings of him. All those centuries before he came can be compared to times when someone is 

coming our way but all we can see is that person's shadow. We might get excited if we recognize it as the 

shadow of someone we love. Seeing the shadow doesn't excite us though nearly as much as looking into 

our loved one's eyes 

0:35:57 

when we finally have him or her in front of us. Those who cling to anointings and anointed leaders are 
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unwittingly clinging to mere shadows of Christ and losing sight of the substance of his person. Instead of 

looking straight into his eyes and beholding him and honoring him, they're crawling around in a vain effort 

to grasp his shadow, usually without even realizing that is what they are doing. The only people who 

0:36:25 

were anointed in the Old Testament were prophets, 1st Kings 1916, priests, Exodus 2841, and kings, 1st 

Samuel 15 1. These three offices symbolically foreshadowed our Lord Jesus Christ who is the ultimate and 

final prophet, priest and king. In ancient Israel the act of anointing by pouring perfumed oil on the subject's 

head was the standard way of declaring a person to be chosen by God as a prophet, priest or king. In 

ancient Israel they anointed prophets, priests 

0:37:01 

and kings whom God chose. Those three offices combined foreshadow Christ himself. While God is free to 

send prophets whenever he chooses, it is a fact that in more than 2,000 years, other than Christ himself, 

he hasn't sent a true prophet since John the Baptist. That's because he wants us to remember 

0:37:21 

that Christ is our prophet. We also no longer have priests who regularly offer sacrifices for sins because 

Christ's death on the cross was the perfect sacrifice that covered all our sins and put a complete end to 

any further need for that type of priest. Christ is now our great and sympathetic high priest. Furthermore, 

Christians don't or shouldn't go around anointing kings for 

0:37:45 

believers to follow because we have an anointed king. Ron goes on to address how Christians talk about 

anointing today, whether it's a pastor, a musician, or whatever, and then in often meaning well, maybe 

honoring someone they feel is truly gifted. The problem comes when we realize that the New Testament 

does not support the use of this word in that way and it plays right into the hearts and hands of those who 

use it to suggest a 

0:38:13 

kind of obedience that puts a yoke of bondage on Christians and brings a kind of legalism and guilt that 

has damaged many in the church. This is still Ron's article. In sharp contrast to that authoritarianism, 

notice the only time in the New Testament uses the word anointed, other than in reference to Christ, is 

when it discusses the anointing shared by all believers. 2nd Corinthians 1, 1st John 2. The New Testament 

teaches there is no special 

0:38:48 

class of anointed Christians. Instead it teaches all believers receive a spiritual anointing from the Christ of 

Scripture that remains in us, reminding us to stick close to him, not a human leader, and thus he will be 

our source of security and stability. All believers have the Holy Spirit's anointing 1st John 2 20 to 28. 

Therefore just because someone is a Christian leader it doesn't automatically follow the leader has more 

0:39:16 

of God's Spirit than any other run-of-the-mill Christian. This being the case true Christian leaders will not 

ask believers to do anything that violates their consciences, will not order others around like their own 

personal servants, but will serve them instead. Under these criteria, Ron says, does your former or current 

leader sound like a true Christian leader? 
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0:39:42 

Another insight into the separation that must be in our minds between using the Old Testament to justify a 

false kind of leader has to do with further instruction about Kings. This is very interesting in the Old 

Testament and this is from an article called the divine separation by Tom Simcox. The divine separation. 

He says the Mosaic Law strictly separates the three most important offices prophet priest and King. 

Prophets could be Kings as David 

0:40:11 

was. Priests could be prophets as Samuel was. But Kings could not be priests and priests could not be 

Kings. Where am I going with this? The Kings were never to interfere with the spiritual ministry of the priest 

and under no circumstances was the king to be united with the priesthood. To control a nation spiritually 

and politically vests too much power in a single human who by his very nature is a sinner and therefore 

susceptible to corruption. Absolute power corrupts absolutely. In other words, Old 

0:40:42 

Testament kings could not carry out spiritual duties. So what makes sense in any way about using the 

image of a king to rule a New Testament church? It is nonsensical. It shows a complete lack of 

understanding of the rules of church leadership and the picture of servant leadership and what it means to 

say that you're God's anointed as a king as total lack of understanding of Old Testament scriptures. Ron 

concludes that in the New Testament the role of 

0:41:12 

human leadership is to declare and defer to the authority of Christ. Church leaders are appointed not 

anointed in a way that gives them a form of authority that is for life over anyone who comes through their 

doors. I hear all the time about people being hurt by church leadership. Who is speaking out? Who, when 

they see someone bullied, stops to help, listen, believe them, no matter the cost? Who watches people 

leave churches and calls them up and asks them why? Or are they treated like pariahs? Who sees people 

being thrown under the bus 

0:41:49 

for speaking out and just turns their back on a brother or sister in Christ? Who is responsible for ego-fed 

pulpits, ignores the clear instructions on it, and often is short on compassion or even empathy? In his 

article, Pride is not a sin that God takes lightly, Pastor Dean Dwyer says this about kings and priests. 

Number one, if a man is his own priest he can declare his own standard of right and wrong. The 

consequence of that is concluded in Isaiah 520. Good is called evil, evil is 

0:42:22 

called good. Darkness is light and light is darkness. Bitter is called evil evil is called good darkness is light 

and light is darkness bitter is sweet and sweet is bitter if a man is his own priest he can absolve himself of 

responsibility for wrongdoing the little I am has put himself in place of the great I am and therefore thinks 

he's accountable to no one but himself but the terrifying reality for unsaved mankind is there is a righteous 

judge who will exercise judgment against all wickedness. Let's circle back a little bit about evil men and 

impostors, 

0:42:54 

deceiving and being deceived. And again that is 2nd Timothy 3 13. But you, two very powerful words, but 
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you. It's an open book test, church. Continue in the things which you have learned and been assured of. 

That's really important. Never tire of doing the right thing or having zeal for the things of God. It's when we 

let our guard down and think that we can just coast until the Lord returns 

0:43:26 

that we often get off track. We talk about prophecy on this podcast, but with the goal of being ready, 

warning, reminding, equipping so that you can talk to other people. Prophecy is a great subject to talk to 

unbelievers about. So it's an equipping. It's not ever with the idea that we don't need to live a full life and 

take care of the things that God has given us responsibility over. Never drop your guard. Never leave your 

armor at home. But 

0:44:01 

you, knowing the Holy Scriptures which are able to make you wise for salvation through faith which is in 

Christ Jesus knowing that all scripture is given by inspiration of God and is profitable for what for doctrine 

for reproof for correction for instruction in righteousness and we Not so among you but Jesus called them 

to himself and said as you know that the rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them and those who are great 

exercise authority over them yet it shall not be so among you but whoever desires to become great among 

you let him be your servant and whoever desires to be first 

0:44:58 

among you let him be your slave just as the Son of Man did not come to be served but to serve and give 

his life as a ransom for many so study the Bible study it thoroughly if this is a new take for you on on the 

verses about perilous times go back don't take my word for this go back and study it for yourself develop 

discernment which gets stronger through use pray Pray for wisdom. And then pray, pray, pray some more 

about everything. 

0:45:30 

Watch God work, giving you wisdom about what to do, opening your eyes about things that aren't right. 

When you see people around you that are hurt, do something about it. Stand firm, no matter the cost. 

What do we say here? 

0:45:44 

Oh, it's in the next room, on the wall. no matter the cost. What do we say here? Oh it's in the next room on 

the wall. Truth at any cost. Let all you do be done in love and all means all. Take care of each other. Watch 

out for each other. We are walking one another home. Romans 12. A soothing balm to course correct, 

correct right Paul doesn't leave us in 2nd Timothy 3 and in light of those verses how sweet is Romans 12 I 

beseech you therefore brethren by the mercies of God that you present your bodies a 

0:46:18 

living sacrifice holy acceptable to God which is your reasonable service. Nothing new here. Do not be 

conformed to this world but be transformed by the renewing of your mind that you may prove what is good 

and acceptable and perfect will of God. For I say through the grace given to me to everyone who is among 

you not to think of himself more highly than he ought but to think soberly as God has dealt to each one a 

measure of faith. As we have many members in one body, all members do not have the same function. So 

0:46:56 

we being many are one body in Christ and individually members of one another. Having then gifts differing 
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according to the grace that is given us, let us use individually members of one another. He who gives with 

liberality, he who leads with diligence, he who shows mercy with cheerfulness. And then a little subtitle for 

the rest of the chapter. It says, you know, your scriptures, sometimes your Bibles have little subheadings 

before they dig back in. This one says, behave like a Christian. 

0:47:41 

Let love be without hypocrisy. Abhor what is evil. Cling to what is good. Be kindly affectionate to one 

another with brotherly love, in honor, giving preference to one another, not lagging in diligence, fervent in 

spirit, serving the Lord, rejoicing in hope, patient in tribulation, continuing steadfastly in prayer, distributing 

to the needs of the saints, 

0:48:08 

give into hospitality. Bless those who persecute you, bless and do not curse. Rejoice with those who 

rejoice, weep with those who weep. That's called empathy. Be of the same mind toward one another. Do 

not set your mind on high things, 

0:48:22 

but associate with the humble. not be wise in your own opinion repay no one evil for evil have regard for 

good things in the sight of all men if it is possible as much as depends on you live peaceably with all men 

do your best in other words sometimes it's not possible he's acknowledging that. Beloved, do not avenge 

yourselves, but rather give place to wrath, for it is written, vengeance is mine, 

0:48:50 

I will repay, says the Lord. Therefore, if your enemy is hungry, feed him. If he's thirsty, give him a drink. For 

in doing so, you will heap coals of fire on his head. Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good 

isn't that refreshing after the second Timothy verses which we are also to take with all sobriety but look 

what he addresses in these verses just so many things that impact the way we live and love one another 

he addresses devotion honor 

0:49:20 

laziness service joy hope, affliction, prayer, generosity, hospitality, persecution, rejoicing, mourning, pride, 

humility, revenge, right living, peace, and more. Love in action. If any of this has resonated with you, let me 

know. I know it's out there. I know it's out there a lot. I've heard the stories. I've read the accounts. And 

there are some really good resources out there. I'm not going to name any books online here on the air. 

There's a lot more to it. But if you want resources to help you understand these types of ministry issues, 

just let me 

0:50:05 

know. There are several books out there. I think I've read them all. But some have a more of a psychology 

theme running through them. And I think it's okay. They make a lot of the same points, but you want a 

biblical perspective running through 

0:50:25 

defining it for what it is calling it as sin and using the proper verses to support that so not all the books are 

good they all have some truth and there are a couple that are really really scripturally minded so you want 

to do that there's also an article out there on premier Christianity called how to root out narcissism from 
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our churches. And this, he calls it catastrophic. And I agree with him on that. Because people leave 

churches and they don't say anything. Not that they're 

0:51:00 

obligated to. And if they would rather not, that's perfectly within their right. But some people don't want it to 

happen to other people. And they would like to maybe safely let people know that this is not a good place 

to be. They are not in a good place. And some people think that abuse in churches is about sexual abuse 

and that can be true, but not necessarily. But this article, this is by Carrie Lloyd from 2024, How to Root 

Out Narcissism from Our Churches. 

0:51:36 

She says, the failure of church leaders is not new. Abuse has always existed inside and outside of the 

church. But I must confess with social media, and it's often punitive attacks on the fallen, I have 

sometimes been guilty of muting the whistleblowers, disbelieving their noisy accusations, 

0:51:51 

and putting it down to bitterness. If you see someone on the street who is being bullied or harmed, you 

would stop. It's happening live, okay? You owe it, as a good Sam Samaritan to stop. What if someone tells 

you they've been hurt in a church? What's your response if you haven't seen it yourself? 

0:52:14 

And this is what she's talking about, putting it down to bitterness. She says, if the accuser was an atheist 

or deconstructing, then even more reason to burn their pithy words like charcoal. We can't trust them. they 

have an axe to grind it's easier to push for handling such matters behind closed doors instead if your fellow 

believer sins against you you must go to that one privately and attempt to resolve the matter and yes 

absolutely but in the cases of true 

0:52:41 

narcissism the outcome is not necessarily going to be what you would like. So basically she says, people 

are starting to talk about this. When leaders refuse to be held accountable, everything gets harder and this 

is where the shouting starts. Often the only way a narcissist can be stopped is by consistent exposure, by 

the light shining 

0:53:02 

upon that deadly playground. For someone somehow needs to stop this abuse. Let these crimes stop at 

us. Stop at our scars. If it's grieving us, it's grieving Jesus. No kidding. And if we hold hope for Christ's 

blushing bride, let her blush for the right reasons and not this. She actually says, I believe you and I are 

living in the beginnings of a new Reformation. A passionate desire for healthy, humble church culture is 

growing 

0:53:29 

and it should. She says, this isn't new. It's as old as the scriptures. 2000 years ago in his letter to the 

Corinthians, Paul criticized those who engage in self-confident boasting. He promised to not to boast only 

about his weakness by rejecting the path of 

0:53:46 

self-promotion the power of God could flow unhindered. What a great point. The new information begins 
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with us attacking narcissistic pride so that we may avoid the inevitable fall. It embraces our weaknesses 

not our supposed strengths. And she actually has here, she's done a lot of reading as well. She's thought 

this through considerably. She says signs of narcissism taking root in a church culture include instant 

defenses 

0:54:16 

to constructive criticism, refusal to listen to hurt, deflections back to the victim, things like that. And then 

she has a solution. She talks about six ways to cultivate health in your church. Highly recommend this 

article. Promoting humility by substantiating a feedback culture. Emphasize wider leadership roles. Let 

elders, deacons, bishops, and trustees use their gifts. Cultivate a space for honorable confrontation that 

0:54:45 

builds trust self-awareness shift the focus away from powerful anointings and gifts and there's a lot more 

to that article it's really really really very very good so I you can again email me comments at Standard for 

the Truth for any resources I'm happy to help you with that. Let's get a healthy church and keep yourselves 

in the love of God looking for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ unto eternal life. Tomorrow Todd Nettleton, 

voice of the martyrs. There's some perspective for us. So we're going to talk to him for the first 

0:55:21 

half of the program and he's going to give us an update On what's going on around the world when it 

comes to persecuted brethren. Let's get our eyes off ourselves There's a big church out there. Not just the 

one in America So thank you for listening So thank you for listening Hope you get back to me with your 

thoughts. God bless. Have a wonderful day in Jesus. 


