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00:00 

... Dr. Brady Blevins is back with us. It's been a long time, too long, and we have two 

seemingly unconnected topics today, but really are very similar spiritually. 

00:49 

The title is Transformation Agents from Spirituality to Sharia. What do Burning Man and 

Sharia law have in common? Well, you're going to find out today. My scripture, I have 

two passages today. Romans 12, 2 is the first one. Do not be conformed to this world 

but be transformed by the renewing of your mind that you may prove what is that good 

and acceptable and perfect will of God. And 2nd Corinthians 11 14 and 15. Do not 

marvel for Satan himself transforms himself into an angel of light. Therefore it is no 

great thing if his ministers also transform themselves into ministers of according to their 

works. 

01:28 

Now this first kind of transformation, the one in Romans, is only Possible by the Holy 

Spirit. It's the Greek word metamorpho. But the second one in Corinthians transforms 

himself is the Greek word metaschematizo, where we get our word schematics from, 

referring to those who allow themselves to take on the persona of another, and 

particularly the God of this age. So, very interesting. Two different words in the 

scripture, two different meanings. Let's pray this morning. Lord, your loving kindness is 
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better than life itself. You are the faithful one, and we desire to find our delight in you 

rather than anything that this world can offer. 

02:09 

Lord, we ask for undivided hearts and an ever deepening reliance on you as we see this 

old world fading away. We lift up Brady to you, Lord, and the things you've given him to 

do both in ministry and personally. We ask that you'd bless him and encourage him by 

your Holy Spirit and open doors of ministry to him, protect him and his loved ones, and 

give him increasing understanding about those things. That come against the truth and 

expose the deeds of darkness. Thank you Lord for his standing on truth Lord. We ask 

all this in Jesus name, Amen. All right, Brady Blevins serves as the senior apologist at 

Watchmen Fellowship. He's a former senior pastor with over 26 years of ministry 

experience. He has a heart for sharing the truth of the gospel to those who've been 

deceived by and false religions. In addition to working for Watchmen, he also teaches 

and serves As the chair for the School of Ministry and Assistant Dean of the Graduate 

School of Theology at Arlington Baptist University. Prior to serving at Watchmen, he 

was involved in apologetics and discernment ministry as a pastor to those in his 

community. 

03:16 

In addition to this, he volunteered for Watchmen Fellowship prior to becoming a 

member of the staff in 2013. Watchmenorg and before I say hey to Brady, I want to 

mention that it is, Watchmen is an independent Christian research and apologetics 

ministry focusing on new religious movements, cults the occult, and new age. And it 

was founded in 1979 in Columbus, Georgia. Today, it has grown to several offices in the 

US Again watchmanorg Brady welcome back to Stand Up Well thank you. For having 

me back I'm excited to be back It has been too long but I'm glad to be with you today 

Yeah I can't believe how long it's been since you've been on. So 2026 we' talked about 

this a little bit off mic It's been a busy year for you Sounds like a good year Yeah it's 

been fantastic We've had a lot of things already happen this year. 

04:02 

Probably the biggest thing is that we published our book, me and James Walker and 

Daniel Ray, James Walker's president, Watchmen, fourth generation Mormon. We 

published a book called Trading Questions 20 Essential Conversations to Have with 

Your Mormon Friend. And that is pre pub. It's coming out September 1st. And so we've 

been hard at work on that, and that has been exciting. But we've also been getting 

some other stuff. Together and ready to roll. We have a mission trip to Utah scheduled 

for September 22nd through the 26th, and that's going to be a fantastic time. We're 

actually going to do some things that I don't know if any other mission group has ever 



3 

 

done before, including a private tour through the Missionary Training Center in Provo. 

So we're going to be in the heart of it. But the Lord bless me, I got an opportunity to go 

to Vietnam and spend a week earlier this year training church leaders and pastors. 

05:07 

And apologetics and how to understand and better defend their faith. So it's been, it's a 

lot going on. Of course, a lot of speaking lined up along the way as well. Wow, and that 

Mormon book is so timely. It seems like it's just exploding and people have questions 

and I think, you know, tip of the hat for that because I think that's gonna be a great 

resource and we'll have to have you on before the end of the year. We'll have to talk 

about that. But I want to talk about the website real briefly because Your extensive list of 

cults and religions is such a great resource. 

05:42 

Brady, if any believer wants to get their feet wet in apologetics or even just become 

knowledgeable about all the threats to truth out there, there is no better resource. It's 

just an easy sort of compendium of terms and you can just at least get started. And 

what's interesting to me is that the internet has enabled us all to be more informed. 

There was no internet when Watchmen started and at the same time Misinformation 

and disinformation is just breeds at an alarming rate so the internet makes all this 

knowledge possible and all the heresy it's kind of disturbing to me actually have you 

thought about that because what a blessing it is to be able to do a lot of research which 

we both do but then to realize. That you got it it's like you know heresy is kind of 

outrunning well me at least that's how I feel Do you have any thoughts on that? 

06:30 

Well, it feels that way because, you know, so the internet comes out, right? You know, 

and now we don't have to go to a library. We don't have to go look through microfiche or 

anything like that. Now we can, you know, stay in our home or office or where the case 

is and do the research. And, you know, then, you know, Google comes out. We can 

Google and it gives us a list of all these different websites that we can go to. And so 

academia says, well, these are the right, you know, these are good, trustworthy 

websites. 

07:03 

These, the information may be right, but we're not going to accept these as academic 

resources. And so even then you kind of had a filter to go by. Then now there's AI. And 

people just type their questions in AI and there's no discernment that's happening. And 

a great majority of these AI bots that are out there will tell you, what you want to hear, 
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they will, uh, put scare quotes around this. Uh, they will learn. I don't think they're really 

learning, but they'll learn you, uh, in what you like. And they're going to give you 

answers that, uh, will affirm will affirm what you want to hear. And so now it's like you're, 

you know, you can ask AI to do a lot of things and you can ask it a lot of questions, but 

you can't really trust that that answer is actually true. 

07:56 

Is this what I want to hear or is this the actual truth? And that's scary as you think about, 

you know, young adults. I actually, I just recently left my full time position at Arlington 

Baptist University and stepped back into church ministry. I still adjunct though and one 

of the things that we're constantly dealing with is is college students using AI and and if 

that doesn't bother you too much I could understand why except for the fact that you're 

gonna go to a doctor who may have used AI to get it to get his or her faith through 

school and that's where it becomes scary. Yeah absolutely because falsehoods multiply 

like I said Google changed radically and I don't think people really picked up on it 

because I remember Google search engine early on. You, you would get returns on 

what was out there. Uh, it was apolitical. 

08:50 

It was just, this is what you're looking for. It was a straight up database. And now 

somewhere along the line, it went from just giving you those returns in the, in the order 

of either popularity or relevancy to what you typed in because a lot of it had to do with 

us searching the proper parameters. It starts with us. So then we get these returns. All, 

something changed, Brady, and it just became, um, just, uh, totally, I don't know. I 

guess you can't say automated or, but programmed with spin. And now it's, now AI has 

been added on top and a lot of people do not get the difference. And that's, it just, it just 

multiplies the disinformation. I don't think we're going to get out of this loop, Brady. I 

don't think we are either. The best way is to, um, well, I mean, it's, I think, I think God 

may have told us in Deuteronomy 6, 4 through 9, uh, you know, it's our job to make sure 

we're teaching our kids. How to be able to, first of all, what is truth? How do we 

determine truth? How do we know if something's true or not? 

09:51 

And because we can't depend on the others, we can't depend on the schools to do it. 

We've got to do it ourselves to make sure we're doing our job as parents to help them 

understand. And of course, remind ourselves that I can't just believe everything that I 

read on the internet, which we should already know as adults. Yeah, absolutely. And 

critical thinking, which few do anymore, as opposed to how we feel, how this makes us 

feel, or what is our opinion on things. What a world of difference. So, yeah, we have 

entered the Twilight Zone with all these things culturally. Speaking of culturally, I want to 
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talk about these transformational festivals. It's always been a fascinating subject for me. 

And every year I tune in to see what's going on at Burning Man and all these other 

festivals. That's the biggest one, right? I know it started in the late 80s, surprisingly. 

When does that start this year? I think it's coming up pretty quick here. August 30th. It'll 

run. August 30th to September the 7th. So here in just three days, Black Rock City will 

be formed and there will be tens of thousands of people heading out to the desert for 

eight days of debauchery and poor decision making. 

11:00 

Yes, that's a good way to put it. That's the view at 10000 feet. I love that. Let's define a 

transformational festival because there have always been music festivals I think a 

Woodstock when I was oh in grade school that was going on Cultural festivals, but this 

is immersive, Brady. This is multi layered, you know, spiritual and other elements. Help 

us out. What is a transformational festival in general? A transformational festival is a 

festival. That is the purpose of it is to help people really get the core of what they need. 

And I love the fact that you started today's program with Romans chapter 12, because 

here's what's interesting. We all know that we need a transformation. We all know that 

we're not good where we're at and that we need to be better. We need to be changed. 

We need to be transformed. We need this metamorphosis to happen within us. And so 

with these transformation festivals what these transformation festivals set out to do is to 

help people, aid them in this process of transformation. Now, the sad thing is, they do 

this by offering all kinds of other means involved. You know, so where are we going to 

use yoga? 

12:19 

Are we going to use some kind of Eastern meditation practices? Are we using the 

alcohol? Whatever the case. Maybe it seems like that they're open to just about 

anything except biblical Christianity. Absolutely. I looked at some of the commonalities 

of these events, and they're all over the world. Let me name a few from all over the 

world before we talk about these commonalities. Burning Man, like I said, since 1986, 

there are about 100 estimated all over the world. Envision in Costa Rica, Umbrella 

Weekend in the Mojave. Desert, Tribal Gathering in Panama, Lightning in a Bottle, and 

one called Soul Play, that's California, Ozora in Hungary, and that's heavy on 

psychedelics, Shunya in India, Medicine Fest in the UK, Boom in Portugal, Rainbow 

Spirit in Portugal, Israel has three major ones, and Nova, the one that was attacked on, 

by Hamas on October 7th of 2023. That was a transformational festival that these young 

people were at. That's a little scary, isn't it? Yeah, it really is. Yeah. It is indeed. So, and 

then there's one called the Wild Goose Festival. That's a progressive church social 

justice version with Jim Wallace and Brian McLaren. And I thought that would end after 

a year or so. 
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13:33 

No, it's still going strong. I guess they still haven't found what they're looking for. That 

would be their theme song. So, that's just a sampling of ones that go on all over the 

world. Some have gone under since COVID, I guess, and others have taken their place. 

But let me get to these commonalities of things that go on at these events Earth 

worship, a society sustainability focus, of course, that's involved, transformative art, 

music, electronic dance music, techno music, psychedelics, shamanism, yoga, and then 

community rituals, whatever that is, they call it tribalism. I don't think I understand that. 

Is that a pretty good list, do you think, or are there some that you might add to that? 

Yeah, I would add, I would definitely add the sexual component. Okay. I mean, no, 

that's, that's a huge, Huge aspect within Burning Man, especially is this idea of radical 

self expression. And so we want to push off these cultural norms. And so there's, you 

know, there's a lot of nudity. In fact, that's, you know, there's a couple of documentaries 

that are out that are pretty good that I will recommend later. But, you know, it's kind of 

one of those things that you need to look at if you're going to watch one of these 

documentaries. 

14:49 

That's something you're probably going to see. So if that's something that bothers you. 

Okay don't want to watch those. Maybe try to listen to them. Yeah, R rated, sure, R or X 

rated documentaries. But the orgies and just all kinds of debauchery is widely present. 

So, I would definitely have that. Devotree is widely present. I would definitely add that to 

the list. Okay, all right, interesting. Now the theme at Burning Man this year, well I'm 

gonna get ahead of myself here, but there's also Brady, they put up a temporary temple. 

They build it, they burn it down at the end, it's called the burn, and it supposedly is, and 

this is a quote, a nondenominational sacred space for participants to grieve, reflect, 

leave messages and mementos, and find emotional release. So it's a cathartic 

experience too, right? Yeah, so when they burned the man This is like an exciting, it's a 

party, everything's going right, but then they burn the temple at the end. And this is a 

very somber, this is, I mean, this is like their deep spiritual moment. And within the 

temple, they'll even like leave messages, whatever the case may be. 

15:58 

But here's kind of the rub on all this when it comes to Burning Man. Burning Man it 

rejects conventional religious identity. While incorporating many of the practices and 

structures that function similarly to religious rituals and community things that we would 

normally do in church. And so it's ironic because I see in the burning of the temple. And 

even the creation of the temple, it's kind of contradictory to what they are trying to 
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purport. Because if it is all about self reliance, then why do you need the temple? Why 

do you need to burn the temple? 

16:45 

Interesting. That is interesting. I never thought of it that way. They also don't allow any 

modern conveniences. No carbon footprint can be left behind. No ads or sponsorships. 

And then there's something called transformative art. I know this is huge. Don't they 

build these vehicles also? I mean, I've seen parades of these vehicles that they build 

and bring with them. Mutant cars. Yeah. Okay. Is that it? Yeah. Yeah. Well, I think, let's 

see, the technical term is, yeah, mutant vehicles, I think it's mutant vehicles. And they 

believe that with the art, they become co creators with whoever their God is. And so 

they're working with God to present this creative atmosphere. And so then now you 

have yoga and other contemplative practices fit in with all of this. It's quite the new age 

thing, and they don't, they're very out there with everything. You don't have to ask 

yourself a question of what they stand for, right? 

17:41 

It is so obvious. You know, it's a good point. I'm glad that you brought that up because I 

think one of the tensions, some may say contradictions that they hold, excuse me, is 

this anti materialism. But yet you have this spectacular materialism. Yeah. I mean, 

they're spending tens of thousands of dollars per car or per piece of artwork. They're 

spending all this money. Burning Man gives grants to artists to do this. They're spending 

all this money while talking about anti materialism. Well, you wouldn't. I mean, like, then 

why do you have this? Why would you do it? So, this movement that's so critical. Of 

consumer culture produces one of the world's most elaborate, temporary, literally it's 

going up in smoke, material environments. That is interesting. Yeah, I don't, it's like, 

how do you live with that tension? How do you live in this contradictory space? Yeah, I 

never thought about that. And I heard someone told me over the weekend that some 

people spend 8000 just to get there and be there and do all these things and get in the 

door. There's 70000 people there in the desert. But yeah, you're right. Wouldn't it make 

more sense if you just had your little fire pit if you need it to cook your food and your 

Chair and your bed and your tent for protection, that makes more sense to me. 

19:03 

But, Mary, you're hitting on something perfect here because, in the same way, you have 

this festival that costs, I looked up the price just the other day. It was just a little bit over 

1000 for one person to go. If you wanted to buy a ticket for Burning Man today, it's going 

to cost you just a little bit over 1000 to go. That's prohibitive for many Americans. Yeah. 

That's 1000 just gets you into the door. Forget about making your trek to the Nevada 

desert. Forget about how you're going to live, what you're going to live on. 



8 

 

19:43 

You're supposed to live. To, you know, you're supposed to live in this society where, 

you know, you're giving it all away for free and you're taking for free. But yet that costs a 

substantial amount of money, which then becomes counterproductive to their whole self 

reliance. Well, self reliance, then why do I need to go ask somebody else for 

something? And, you know, in this socialist world, shouldn't that be free? I mean, it's a 

capitalist event, right? It should be. It is very much a capitalist event and there have 

been some burners who have realized this and said, Hey, Burning Man's moving away. 

" In fact, I'd have to think about the time this happened. There was this push of saying, 

Hey, hold on. We got a serious problem in that, you know, now it's not just people going 

out in their cars. You have these luxury RVs that are coming, you have these 

celebrities, millionaires, billionaires coming out To the playa with this massive setup. In 

fact, there's companies now, I mean. Get this for capitalism. There are companies that 

will come out and set up your camp for you. So you just drive in, you go up, you stay 

there for the week, you're done, you get in, you get out, the company comes in, takes 

down your camp for you. How does, I mean to me, how is this allowed if you want to 

stay within, you know. 

21:15 

If you want to be a Burning Man purist? That's kind of a weird thing to say. Yeah. But 

how does this even work within their concepts? Plus, they had to take a week off of 

work, you know, so you're losing money that way too. Unless you're getting paid 

vacation. So that's interesting. They have 10 Principles of Burning Man written by co 

founder Larry Harvey in 2004 to guide the culture and ethos of Black Rock City. Radical 

inclusion, of course, would be one. Anyone can be a part. We welcome and respect the 

stranger. Uh, gifting. Burning Man is devoted to acts of gift giving. Um, I don't know 

exactly what that means. 

21:49 

But, uh, you get nothing in exchange for it. Decommodification. In other words, uh, no 

consumption environment. Well, you and I think, uh, smash that to smithereens here. 

No trans, no advertising or transactions. Radical selfreliance Radical selfexpression I 

can imagine. Communal effort. Um, creative cooperation and collaboration. So you work 

together to make these beautiful public for a week and then you burn it down. Civic 

responsibility, you know. For public welfare and that sort of thing. Leaving no trace, of 

course, it's all about the environment so no trace can be left behind. Number nine, 

participation. Radically participatory ethic, transformative change can only occur through 

deeply personal participation, in other words no introverts allowed. And then immediacy, 

immediate experience is the most important touchstone of value in our culture. Boy. 
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That says a Doesn't it? Immediate gratification and experience. Wow. That's insane. 

You know, there's so much about it. Of course, yeah, you're right. We did hit on the 

decommodification. You know, it takes you, you know, no commercialization is allowed 

within, but yet it takes all this money to get there and make it happen. Anyway. We kind 

of talked about that. But you think about it radical self reliance, then we talked about that 

already. A little bit in that, okay, well, you still need something. And here's kind of the 

interesting thing is they push away from this aspect of Black Rock City. It's radical self 

reliance, but yet. 

23:26 

What do you have? You have Black Rock City. Yeah. That there is a great deal of 

infrastructure. There's roads. I mean, you have all this infrastructure of a city. You even 

have security as part of this. So you have all this infrastructure set up so that you could 

be radically self reliant. None of us, and this is going to hurt all of our pride. None of us 

are self reliant. Just like there is no such thing as a self made man. Because there's 

always someone who has to help you to get to where you want to be. And I think rather 

than trying to reject that or to be my own person, why don't we stop and just be 

thankful? But first, be thankful we live in a country. 

24:12 

That we can be able to express our ideas, that we can worship the way that we want to. 

You know, from a more personal perspective, be thankful for the people who help you to 

get to the place where you are today. I mean, I'm thankful to my parents. If it wasn't for 

them, you know, paying for my undergraduate degree. I wouldn't have been able to get 

a job, wouldn't be able to keep going and supply and take care of my family. You know, 

if man, if it wasn't for my wife. I couldn't do everything that I do in the ministry. Let's just 

stop and be thankful for what we have rather than trying to say it's all about me. And I 

think that as you look at not just Burning Man, but all these transformational festivals, 

the biggest problem is they're looking for the answer from within. And listen, the 

answer's not within me. I'm the problem. I'm the thing that needs transforming. So, why 

am I going to look from within to be able to get me out of this hole that I'm in? Yeah, that 

makes no sense. But that's the entire bit of Gnosticism and the New Age. Because now, 

if there's a God that's outside of you and you're responsible to Him and you're 

accountable to Him. 

25:22 

That's a whole different life you're going to live. So, how convenient it is to look within. 

This is fascinating. The Burning Man theme of OST 2026 is Axis Mundi, Latin for Axis of 

the World. It's a symbolic center point that connects heaven, earth, and the underworld. 

I call that Babel 20 It acts as a vertical pillar or backbone of the universe, representing 
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stability, order. And orientation. So in other words, towers and ziggurats, like that one 

they built way back in Genesis, stuff like that. Uh, and also it acts as a cosmic bridge, 

this axis mundi. It allows communication and divine power to flow between different 

cosmic realms. They're in over their heads with this, aren't they? Because Babel, Babel 

didn't end well. No. 

26:04 

Babel didn't end well. And history has a tendency to repeat itself, doesn't it? It does. 

Because that's exactly what's happening here. Even with, you know, you mentioned 

their 10 principles just a moment ago. You have a group that I would say, as a whole, 

would reject biblical Christianity, certainly reject the Bible, reject the 10 commandments, 

probably say that they're oppressive or something of that nature. But yet. What do they 

have? The 10 principles. Yeah. Because they really. That there's got to be form, there's 

got to be structure. The problem is, we're really just arguing about what that structure 

ought to look like and does it correspond with reality? And of course. That's how we 

know if something's true or not. Interesting. Very interesting. There are also trends that 

we can look at. I think that just looking at this over the years, a smart city model. And I 

think that my understanding is those who attend these things actually believe that by 

immersing themselves in this culture for one week a year. They're actually practicing the 

world they want. They're practicing a new world. One festival organizer is quoted as 

saying, The best way to predict the future is to invent it." 

27:17 

So they're just fancy change, or hippie change agents is my guess here. They feel 

they're practicing the world they want eventually to live in. Yeah, and you know the 

issue is that we may all want to live in fantasy. But that's not reality. Yeah. And rather 

than trying to create your fantasy world, answer the hard questions. Why is it that I'm 

struggling? And why is it that our culture is struggling? Our country is struggling? What 

can I do to change it to not achieve a fantasy, but to achieve a greater good? And of 

course, if there is a greater good, it has to be transcendent. 

28:02 

And it has to be grounded in something. Because the minute we say something is good 

or bad, we have introduced morality. And if there is anything objective moral, that 

means that there has to be, well, we could just say a God. We can argue about that and 

make other cases. But that's what they're trying to avoid. And they don't realize that in 

trying to do what they, in trying to avoid the reality of God and and who you know he 

she it may be that they're actually just running more towards a religious structure that 

they claim to reject it's interesting because I asked a friend who goes there every year 

to share the gospel with people about politics. And he said politics is absolutely a big 
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part of this he said the IsraeliPalestinian conflict plays out all the time they'll have the 

different factions, they'll have Hamas there, they'll have Israeli participants there, and 

they're going at it. They have to call security. So, this is not talk about reality coming into 

your waking dreams, coming into your daytime utopias. Isn't that bizarre? We have a 

minute before a break here, Brady. It is. But again, I think it just goes right back to that 

original idea of you have to address the problems. 

29:24 

We can't run to a fantasy world and pretend. That for a moment this is the way the world 

ought to be. Sure. Okay, well, then if that's the way the world ought to be, why don't we 

start doing something to fix it rather than running off to the desert for eight days and 

living a pretend life? Yeah, yeah. Wow. All right. Yeah, this is Standard for Truth for the 

Truth for Thursday, August 27th. My name is Mary Danielson. Talking to Brady Blevins. 

Watchmenorg is the website. You really need to visit there for content. You could stay a 

long time there on that website. 

29:56 

(2 minute break) My name is Mary Danielson. Talking to Dr. Brady Blevins here at 

watchmanorg Visit that website. There is so much content there. If you want to get your 

feet wet when it comes to apologetics, maybe you're not familiar with a lot of subjects. 

Well, It's really hard to keep up with everything, and that's what they are for. And Brady, 

you have a link that you want to tell the listener about that'll help them with today's topic. 

30:48 

Yeah, you know, we've been talking about. Burning Man. We're about to talk about 

Sharia law, which deals, you know, with Islam. And I wanted to kind of make this easy 

for your listeners. So if they go to Watchmenorg slash stand s t a n d it will it will take 

them to a place where they can get a free profile, our four page scholarly quality profile 

on Burning Man, Islam, Shia Islam, and then if they're interested. In the book Trading 

Questions, there'll be a link there as well, and so I think that'll hopefully be a great place 

for them to be able to get a resource on some of the things that they want to dig a little 

bit deeper in what we're talking about today. 

31:27 

Yeah. Yeah. We're going to have a part B today, but I just want to wrap up the whole 

transformational festival thing because this is all about change agents. And heaven 

knows there are a lot of them in this world today who want to make changes that a lot of 

us, you know, who've grown up in America and we're used to a specific culture going a 

certain way and a lot of really foundational transformation transformational change 
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going on here. I want to ask you if there's anything more you want to add about that 

subject Burning Man and the people that this is their spiritual transformation and going 

within, finding a God within. 

32:02 

And we know that the Bible does not teach that. Any last thoughts on this aspect of 

transformational festivals or anything that we talked about in the first place? Yeah, I 

think it's really interesting to know the history and why people believe what they believe. 

As well. So there's a couple of documentaries out there that were pretty good. HBO just 

had a documentary come out called The Man Will Burn. So if you wanted a pretty 

decent look at the history, it's not the full and complete history. Our profile actually has 

some extra kind of the behind the scenes stuff that talks about The man wasn't originally 

a man. And I'll leave it there. You can go to the profile and read it. It's really quite funny. 

And then there's one on YouTube called Dust and Illusions, which did a really good job 

of tracking kind of the history, almost like a timeline. And it does it like in an hour and a 

half or so. It walks through it and I think it gives a pretty fair representation. I thought 

they did a pretty good job giving representation of what happens out there because we 

don't want a straw man what's happening out there. 

33:19 

We want to make sure that we still man it and we understand exactly what's happening. 

Yeah, absolutely. Great. Thank you for that and all your research on these things. We 

really appreciate that. We started the program talking about transformation, that we are 

to be transformed into the image of Jesus. And that's one, the renewing of our minds. 

But then Satan transforms himself. And that is a totally different process, a totally 

different word. And so, talk about transformation here. As far as, uh, Sharia law. I think 

we've all, um, become alarmingly aware of Islamic communities that are, uh, planting 

themselves within American communities. And I think Americans are right to be 

alarmed. We know just enough about it, um, to be scared of these things. But I think we 

need to dive a little deeper into what Sharia law is because it's being bandied about 

there as though it's a done deal and it's happening and it goes with. So you have these 

communities, um, mosques and then schools. And, and, um, everything that goes with a 

community. Um, but then people say immediately, well, that, there's Sharia law right 

there. Um, you know, we're being transformed by the building of these communities, 

communities. 

34:32 

Um, and it is an ideology. Islam is an ideology, political, more than it is a religion, of 

course. But challenging our own legal system, Brady, can it actually do that? We need 

to be clear about this. Uh, start us off here with Sharia. There is a lot of, I would call it, 
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underlying panic about this. Yeah. Well, the idea of, you know, can it work within our 

system? I think that there is a huge danger in trying to have a society that has two 

different sets of rules. I don't think that it can function like that. 

35:13 

And of course, so my concern is that not that it comes alongside as much as it is does it 

take over? Because it's not coming to coexist. It's coming to take over. That's what, and 

if you just look at the history of Islam and look at the way that it has conquered, it's 

conquered by the sword and it's conquered without the sword. And what we're seeing 

here in America is this slow movement. And I think that the best way that we can see 

this is the adoption or the attempting of adoption of Sharia law. This is why you have 

states like Alabama, Arizona, Florida, Kansas, Louisiana, North Carolina, South Dakota, 

my home state of Texas, and Tennessee all passing laws banning the application of 

Sharia law in their courts. And what we need, we need that on a federal level is really 

what we need. 

36:15 

I think the most important question though is anytime any kind of discussion comes up 

with. Sharia law, and this is something every one of your listeners can use, is simply ask 

the person who you're talking to who's bringing up Sharia law or saying that this may be 

a positive thing or maybe we should hear them out. Simply ask the question, what is 

Sharia law? And see what their answer is going to be. Yeah, absolutely. And I think 

what really got this going is there's a headline this week of a Christian pastor who 

unleashed the headline is Fearless Christian Pastor Unleashes Righteous Anger on 

Dearborn City Council over Sharia. 

36:48 

We are not a nation of Muslims. This is Pastor Lorenzo Sewell. He unloaded on them 

about this. He showed you know who he was, his religious conviction and he took a 

stand at the town hall and he basically said the city has been lost to Sharia law. So 

Islamic law is Law. So, um, Islamic law is not implemented through formal legislation, 

right? I think it's too easy to to toss that out there, but there is no statutes book of Sharia 

law and it varies from country to country. Secular law is codified. This is not. That's what 

makes it so scary, I think. 

37:25 

You hit the nail on the head, Mary, because and that's the reason why I say ask people 

what Sharia law is and you're going they are going to struggle to give you an answer. 

Yeah, right. So let's let's kind of break this down for a moment. What is Sharia law? You 
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can ask me that. So, Sharia in Arabic means the path or the way. So, it's built on the 

Quran, which is the Muslims' holy book, which they believe was written by God, 

delivered to Muhammad by the angel Jabril or Gabriel. And over a 10 year period, the 

word Quran means recite. So it's built on the Quran. The Hadith, which means report or 

narration in Arabic, it's the collection of the sayings and actions that have been 

attributed to Muhammad. And then the third thing that Sharia law is based on is what's 

called the Sunnah. 

38:21 

And this means habit or Usual action in Arabic. It's a collection of the traditions and 

practices of Muhammad. Now, the problem is that each of these three works are subject 

to varying interpretations. So some are more liberal, some are more conservative. 

Therefore, like you just mentioned, Sharia law can change dramatically depending on 

what country you're in. So, for example, for years, Muslim women in Indonesia could 

drive a car, but yet Muslim women in Saudi Arabia could not drive a car. Well, why is 

that? Well, the answer is Sharia. What do you mean, Sharia? And you're right, it's not 

codified. 

39:05 

So, what happens is that you have these three works the Quran, the Hadith, and the 

Sunnah. They guide Sharia, and then you have a couple of things that affect Sharia. So, 

these works together combine what's called fiqh. This means it's just an Arabic word 

that means deep understanding or full comprehension. And so fiqh is Islamic 

jurisprudence another aspect that affects Sharia law and that's a fatwa. And that may be 

something that maybe the listeners have heard before. In Arabic this means an 

explanation or declaration, clarification maybe, might be a better way to say that. It is 

the legal opinion of the religious leaders. Fatwa then is an explanation or clarification of 

a question set of questions, usually related to whatever Islamic issue is going on. So, 

you got the Quran, the Hadith, and the Sunnah, which are the foundations of Sharia, but 

it's affected by the interpretations of these passages, which, by the way, can be hotly 

contested even within Islam. 

40:31 

There's more violence between Muslims than there are between Muslims and other 

people. Just to kind of give you an idea of how much violence there is. You know, you 

have various clerics that are using their presidents and issuing a fatwa over a certain 

thing. And then ultimately, and this is the scary part the final say is whoever's in power. 

And that's where you get, like, the Iran and what you see there. Whoever's in charge is 

going to make the ultimate final decision of what is Sharia for that area. And that is 

scary because I don't want one guy or one gal to be making the ultimate decision for all 
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of us. I mean, our founding fathers did a great job in providing a situation where none of 

the three branches of government have more power than the other. But anyway, that's 

kind of Sharia law in a nutshell. Well, and how can that not be scary? Because Uh, 

there are universal human rights standards. Well, forget those. Now that doesn't exist 

anymore. Uh, so they, they're basically saying there's a theological justification for 

sanctioning violence against you or me, uh, for any number of offenses, true or even 

imagined, um, but not, you know, including, but not limited to adultery, blasphemy, 

homosexuality, and apostasy. 

42:07 

Well, things can be just trumped up against a person and, and you don't stand a 

chance. So there, this is why it's scary. There's no This is why it's scary. There's just 

really no way to uphold any justice, which isn't really all that surprising because we learn 

our concept of justice from a holy God and the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, not 

the capricious, made up God of Islam. So, yeah, you would be a victim, right? Across 

the board. Absolutely. Well, we would all eventually be a victim, especially if you're a 

Christian. But even if you're a Muslim, I mean, you got to think about it. You know, why 

do Muslims come to the United States? Well, I mean, this is a place of freedom. You 

know, we we don't our legal system doesn't allow for honor killings, right? You know, 

our system says that it's not okay to throw homosexuals off buildings, but yet you have 

some political leanings who want to champion, oh yeah we should allow Sharia law, but 

yet at the same time they want to champion LGBTQ rights. 

43:18 

It's like, wait, these are, do you understand what you're saying? It's like you're 

championing two opponents at the same time and one wants to kill the other. I don't 

understand the whole redgreen axis. You know, the left has been championing Islam 

and look at our border situation that's entirely on the left letting all the the Muslims in 

and yet there's some there's a disconnect here somewhere that the left wants Islam and 

yet the left promotes you know such a homosexual lifestyles and Transgenderism. I 

don't get that. That's a spiritual question, I think. I don't have the answer for that. Yeah, 

it's, well, yeah, I think the answer is definitely spiritual. But I mean, for me, it's been 

really difficult to understand how you could have like gays for Gaza. It's like you 

understand that, like They would throw you off a building if you were in Gaza. Like, your 

life would end. Where I think this comes from is, I mean, ultimately, yes, it's a spiritual 

issue, but from the human side, when you have the rejection of absolute truth and 

you're trying to push your agenda, you know, the enemy of my enemy is my friend, not 

realizing that, no, that's your enemy too, in terms of ideology. 

44:40 
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I'm not saying these necessarily specific people because, you know, not all Muslims 

believe the same way, you know. But we shouldn't be afraid of the Muslim that we run 

into at the grocery store or at our kids' school or where the kid is. We should show the 

love of Christ to them and look to engage in the conversation, invite them over for 

dinner, you know, give them a Bible. It's a gift giving culture. Absolutely. You know, 

that's the answer to reaching out to Muslims, but I think this disconnect, I don't, I mean, I 

understand it, but I don't understand it all at the same time. Yeah, same here. I mean, 

Christians don't impose biblical standards on the world. We have the Bible, anyone can 

get a Bible, anyone can read it, hopefully for comprehension, but can you imagine what 

that would look like? We believe people are accountable for God for the way they live. 

Muslims believe we are accountable to Muslims for the way we live. There's something 

really wrong with that too, isn't there? Yeah, absolutely. It goes back into the thing, you 

can't have a society that operates with two sets of rules for Two sets of people. 

45:52 

And you know as an Americans I mean we just celebrate our 250th birthday as a nation. 

This experiments gone pretty well. I mean it's not perfect and I don't think anybody's 

claiming that it's perfect but I mean just compare the United States as many warts and 

flaws as we have right now. We still have people flocking to live in this country. So even 

if somebody out there thinks that this is not a good place, then I think the residents of 

other countries would Beg to differ as they flood into our country. Yeah, they do beg to 

differ and that soccer match, the World Cup, that was fascinating, right? It was. Just 

about 10 miles down the road from my house is ATT Stadium where the Dallas 

Cowboys play. And it was kind of neat running into people and hearing and seeing the 

reports on the news of people going, This place is great!" 

46:47 

I mean, like, we were thought we were going to get shot in the street and no, it's safe 

and the people are nice. And the food is good, the food is free refills and air 

conditioning. It's like, well, you live in Texas, you better have air conditioning. I can tell 

you that you might be able to get away with that in Wisconsin, but uh, no, we can't really 

either. Yeah, hey, we got a cold front, I think it's only gonna be like 99 today, so we're 

uh, yeah, you got the windbreaker. I'm not a fan, of it. 99 is better than 106, I can tell 

you that. Well, yeah, and Phoenix, and with the drought out west, this is unbelievable. 

The drought they're having out west, Phoenix is going to hit 116. This is one of their 

hottest years too. We're seeing a lot of weird stuff in this country, but I think the drought 

and the heat in the west, I don't know if God's trying to tell us something, but wow, 

that's, that's just been really difficult to watch. 

47:36 
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Yeah, it really has. Yeah. So, so all that to say, nowhere in the US is there Sharia law 

right because we have our constitution We can't have two governing documents next to 

each other or styles of governing I I don't know what it would take Can you I think to 

myself can I ever imagine Sharia law becoming the law of this land Um I I guess I can't 

As long as there are. Lawyers and systems and courts in place I guess I don't see it 

what are your thoughts on that because I know Americans really do fear this and like we 

established rightly so But I don't see it happening at this point what do you think Well I 

don't think it's going to happen tomorrow the reality we're told not to live by fear as 

Christians. 

48:23 

I'm not afraid of Sharia law coming. Could it come and become the law of our land? 

Absolutely. That is possible, not just because anything's possible. But the way that 

we're going to stop it, we can't depend on the government. Now, I think we should vote 

and we should vote for those who are going to best represent our Christian values, no 

matter what side of the aisle they're on. But listen, the way that we're going to protect 

our country, the way we're going to protect ourselves, is through evangelizing those of 

the Islamic faith, not just the Islamic faith, all the faiths. Yes. That being able to share 

the gospel of Jesus Christ. Back in 2018, I got to help the president of Watchmen 

Fellowship, James K. Walker, write a book called what the Quran really Teaches about 

Jesus. And that is a fantastic resource on really kind of some basics about Islam, but 

also at the end of every chapter, there's discussion questions that you can use with a 

Muslim friend or neighbor. 

49:32 

And so if we're going to win, and to some extent, we should be thankful because I can't 

go to Saudi Arabia like on a mission trip like I did to Mexico a couple of weeks ago, 

where I can just go and share the gospel of Jesus, people pray, accept Christ, become 

hooked up. We get them hooked up with the local church, and you know, we go home. 

You can't do that in Saudi Arabia. There's no, you know, first Baptist in Saudi Arabia, or 

Calvary Chapel in Saudi Arabia. So we gotta win, 'em through evangelism, and that's 

how we're gonna do it, first and foremost. Yeah, yeah, and when we do programs like 

this, of course, I'm really glad you brought that up, because it's one heart at a time, it's 

one neighbor at a time, whether they're Hindus, or Buddhists, or Muslims, or New 

Agers, you know, just to be there with the gospel. 

50:16 

To transform those people. Because politics isn't it. I think of this, how the media, all the 

news outlets talk about the midterms and the politics and the social democrats now are 

making their inroads. Some of them are so unhinged, I simply can't believe anyone 
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would take them seriously. Saw one on last night on Hannity and she's, I don't even 

know what to say about her, but nevertheless. People are looking to politics and 

midterms and they're a little bit scared about this thing but and some of these 

communities have a Muslim Mayor. They have a Muslim city council. That kind of 

happened on our watch and it kind of snuck in under the radar. And maybe, maybe 

Brady. That's what people are so shocked is how these things came about and they 

want to use politics to reverse it. But I don't think that's how it's going to work. The 

midterms, that's not how it's going to work because Trump's, you know. His tenure is 

going to disappear and someone else will be in there. We got to stop putting our hope in 

politics. And Christians are just as guilty, don't you think? Oh, absolutely. I mean, you 

got to think yeah, I think we're basically two weeks away from the 25th anniversary of 9 

11, which, I mean. 

51:19 

It blows my mind. It's been a very fast 25 years for me. And yet, the ideology that 

brought that day is now what nearly half the country is championing. I think we have to 

stop and just think about this for a moment and be willing to love those of other faiths 

enough to learn a little bit about their faith. And have those gospel conversations. 

Absolutely. Like you said, politics isn't going to do it. They're not going to get it done for 

us. No, and New York is already on that road. There's a meme out there because, you 

know, Mom Donnie wants to have these stores, these grocery stores. Oh, yeah, I heard 

about that. Yeah, Bodegas, Mom Degas. 

52:07 

They're calling them. And there's a meme out there of him standing in front of one, and 

it's not called 7 Eleven, it's called 9 Eleven. Wow, powerful visual that is. Um, yeah, the 

25th anniversary. And we have a whole generation who weren't even alive when that 

happened. And that's scary too. Go ahead. I have a grown son and a grown daughter 

that were all born a couple years after 9 11. And it's like, you know, we can't forget. I 

remember, you know, we will never forget. And you saw that for, you know, years even 

after. Well. It appears we have forgotten. And I mean, I still can't wrap my mind around, 

you know, how you bring in a Muslim mayor to the city that suffered the most on 9 11. 

That's kind of cringe worthy, isn't it? I don't know what we're thinking, but nevertheless. 

There are people that were around then and we have to remember and those that 

people who died in that and families are still grieving from that day. What an incredible 

and we all remember where we were and what we were doing, right? Everyone 

remembers. Oh, yeah. Yeah. I was a senior in college. I was a couple of weeks away 

from getting married and and boy, I. 

53:26 
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You know, I can remember it like it was yesterday. But it goes back to what, you know, 

read the Bible. We are to, God had the Israelites do this. They would set up, you know, 

the Karens, the rocks, C A R I N, stones of remembrance. And, hey. Remember when 

this happened. We need to be doing the same thing. And this is why we trust God. This 

is why we should look to see, hey, is the God of the Bible the one true God or is all of it 

true God? Yeah, there you go. It did go fast, didn't it, Brady? It sure did. Fast, fast hour. 

Always does, yeah. And now. 

54:08 

When does the Mormon, when does this book come out on the 20 questions? It drops 

September 1st, so just a couple of days away. You can go ahead and do your pre 

orders now at watchmanorg You can go slash stand or questions, either way. It'll take 

you to the book. And we have a special pre pub special where if you order the book now 

for the cost of 25, that covers the book, the shipping. It'll be an autographed copy by all 

three of us. And you'll get access to a ton of Watchmen resources on Mormonism. 

Including two debates that James K. Walker had one with a Mormon elder who was in 

charge of the seminary system at the time, and another one who is a professional 

Mormon apologist. Okay. I gotta, I gotta cut you off. I'm so sorry, but we gotta go. Thank 

you so much, Brady Blevins, watchmanorg what a blessing you guys are with your great 

resources…. 


